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PATENT 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In rc Application of: 

Jack Cheng et a). 

Serial No.: 09/723,615 

Filed: November 27, 2000 

For: SMART SONIC BEARINGS AND 
METHOD FOR FRICTIONAL 
FORCE RED UCTION AND 
SWITCHING 



Group Art Unit: 3683 
Examiner: Nguyen, Xuan Lan T 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 

Sir: 



AMENDMENTS 




Clean Version TTicprpprating_ChanKe.s Made 

Please withdraw claim 144 without prejudice 
Please amend the claims as follows: 



OFFICIAL 



FAX RECEIVED 

APR 1 1 2003 

GROUP 3600 




(Ajh^nded) A method of controlling.an effective coefficient of friction between a first 
suifecebj^a first element and a second surface of a second element, the method 
comprisingThe steps of: 

a. configura§sdie first and secood surfaces to be in slidable contact wilt one another 
along an interfere between the first surface and the second surface and under a 
force sufficient to m&irtain contact and having a static friction therebetween; and 

b- inducing a repetitive motibfiski the first surface parallel to the interface thereby 
altering the effective c^efl^Cle^^t>f^(^clion between the first and second surfaces, 
wherein the force is substantially iinalte^d by the repetitive motion* 

(Amended) The method of controlling according to claim 1 wherein the repetitive motion 
is symmetrical. 
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